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Unravelling Unlawful 
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Jelena Plamenac, Centre for International Law Research 
and Policy

Winner of the 2022 Francis Lieber Prize

This book explores how States and armed groups deprive us of 
liberty in armed conflict. Intriguing insights into original field 
records of internal laws and first-hand testimonies by fighters and 
humanitarians reveal hidden patterns of belligerents’ controversial 
behaviours in relation to three complex aspects of security 
detention in non-international armed conflict that remain 
unsettled in international law – permissible grounds, procedural 
guarantees, and transfer standards. As you flip through the pages of 
this fascinating book, you will gain a new understanding of where 
the boundary of unlawful confinement lies between local and 
international law and why we need a new international legal 
framework to protect us from arbitrariness in the warring parties’ 
decision to detain.

This book has won the 2022 Francis Lieber prize, awarded at ASIL, 
for the best monograph published on the law of armed conflict.

Readership
The book would be of utmost interest to relevant domestic and 
international institutions such as international and regional 
research institutes specialised in international law and policy, 
academic legal libraries, national and international courts, and 
international organisations mandated to work on international 
humanitarian law, human rights and humanitarian assistance in 
armed conflict. In particular, the book would be highly relevant for 
legal researchers and practitioners (e.g. legal advisers, trial lawyers, 
humanitarian staff, and policy makers) specialised in the 
deprivation of liberty in armed conflict with a focus on 
strengthening detainee protection and compliance mechanisms.
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